
Dear D r .  Nathans: These photocopies  are of t h e  l e t t e r s  d i c t a t e d  on the  
second t a p e  which a r r i v e d  Monday, Feb. 3 .  I ' v e  s e n t  t h e  l e t te rs  o f f  
b u t  I wanted you t o  know what w a s  i n  them i n  c a s e  I mis in t e rp re t ed  the  
d i c d t a t i o n .  
which i s  a new word f o r  me.Sue helped m e  ou t  t h e r e .  

I had a l i t t l e  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h e  word "chondrocytes" 
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Dear Barry:  

I a m  d i c t a t i n g  t h i s  no te  s i t t i n g  i n  semi-darkness due t o  a power 
f a i l u r e  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of Rehovot as t h e  r e s u l t  of a s torm now raging  
ou t s ide .  This  has been a p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e t  season i n  the  n o r t h  and 
c e n t r a l  p a r t  of Israel  and I hope the  p r e s e n t  s torm i s  the  t a i l  end 
of i t .  

A f t e r  about  t h r e e  weeks i n  Israel  we are a l l  f e e l i n g  very  much 
a t  home. The people  a r e ,  by-and-large,  w a r m ,  c o r d i a l ,  very  informal ,  
re laxed ,  without  pre tense .  The c h i l d r e n  seemed t o  have g o t t e n  i n t o  
s t r i d e  w i t h  Israel i  schools  qu ick ly ;  they f i n d  them a l s o  more re laxed .  
A s  E l i  s a i d ,  "The t eache r  d o e s n ' t  shout  a t  you when you whipper t o  
your neighbor o r  come i n t o  c l a s s  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e  as they do i n  
Baltimore." They are,  of course ,  handicapped by t h e i r  l ack  of 
f a c i l i t y  i n  Hebrew, b u t  a t  t he  ra te  t h a t  they are going t h i s  cond i t ion  
s h o u l d n ' t  last  too  long. What w i t h  t h e  Hebrew and l ea rn ing  i n  school  
and l ea rn ing  from a t u t o r  p lus  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  the  I s rae l i  
c h i l d r e n ,  I expec t  t h a t  by t h e  time w e  l eave ,  only 1 w i l l  no t  know how 
t o  speak Hebrew. Joanne, too ,  has th ings  under c o n t r o l  now and she  
w i l l  probably s t a r t  teaching  Engl i sh  i n  one of t h e  l o c a l  h igh  schools  
o r  t u t o r i n g  some of t h e  h igh  school  s t u d e n t s  i n  o rde r  t o  oocupy some 
of he r  t i m e  i n  a more s a t i s f y i n g  way. She speaks Hebrew r a t h e r  w e l l  
so  t h a t  she  can  make h e r s e l f  u s e f u l  here .  A s  f o r  m e ,  I a m  f ind ing  t h e  
l a b  a l s o  ve ry  re laxed  and q u i t e  en jcyable .  D r .  Sachs i s  w e l l  s e t  up 
f o r  t i s s u e  c u l t u r e  work and he has many people working on d i f f e r e n t  
problems i n  tumor genes i s  and a l s o  i n  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  He i s  no t  
so  w e l l  equipped f o r  chemical work, however, 
po lyom transformed ce l l s ;  you might say  I ' v e  g o t t e n  my ankles  w e t  
and heading o u t  t o  deeper  water. Everyone i s  extremely h e l p f u l ,  so 
t h a t  i t  i s  r a t h e r  easy  t o  plunge r i g h t  i n .  I t h ink  i t  w i l l  be a 
p r o f i t a b l e  year .  An unexpected dividend i s  t h a t  Alber t  Dorfman from 
the Un ive r s i ty  of Chicago i s  a l s o  i n  the  l ab  and w i l l  be he re  j u s t  
about  the  same l e n g t h  of t i m e  as I w i l l .  He i s  working on the  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of chondrocytes i n  t i s s u e  c u l t u r e  and I a m  s o r t  of 
keeping a n  eye on t h a t  work, a l s o ,  

I ' v e  begun t o  work wi th  

The Weizmann I n s t i t u t e  was q u i t e  a s u r p r i s e  t o  IIE. O f  course ,  
I had heard a good d e a l  about i t  but  r e a l l y  d i d  not  expect  t o  see 
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q u i t e  as e x t e n s i v e  and b e a u t i f u l  grounds and b u i l d i n g s  as they have. 
The l a b o r a t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  almost a l l  new, s t r i k i n g  and modern i n  
des ign ,  and s e t  i n  a r a t h e r  e x t e n s i v e  t r a c t  of land w i t h  trees, 
shrubbery and wel l -cared f o r  lawns i n  between. The I n s t i t u t e  i s  
s t r o n g  no t  only i n  the b i o l o g i c a l  s c i ences  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
s c i ences  as w e l l ,  i nc lud ing  phys ic s ,  mathematics and chemistry.  
It i s  l i k e  t h e  Rocke fe l l e r  Un ive r s i ty ,  i n  t h a t  i t  has graduate  s t u d e n t s  
b u t  no undergraduates.  Also, l i k e  Rocke fe l l e r  a r e  t h e  number and 
frequency of v i s i t o r s  from a l l  over  the world, f a r  too many f o r  us 
t o  L i s t en  to.  h e y  do a marvelous j ob  i n  t ak ing  c a r e  of v i s i t i n g  
s c i e n t i s t s .  On our arrival w e  were met a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  even though 
i t  was somewhat la te  i n  the  evening and taken t o  o u r  house which is 
about a f ive-minute  walk from t h e  I n s t i t u t e .  The house was a c t u a l l y  
r en ted  by t h e  I n s t i t u t e  and is being s u b l e t  t o  us. They provided 
kerosene s t o v e s  t o  h e a t  t h e  house, household wares, l i n e n s  and so 
f o r t h  f o r  our  use. The I n s t i t u t e  sponsors  l e c t u r e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  
v i s i t o r s ,  i n  archaeology, chamber music c o n c e r t s ,  h ikes  and t r i p s  t o  
v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t he  country.  We expect  t o  t ake  advantage of a l l  
of these.  

Contrary t o  w h a t  you probably t h i n k  on r ead ing  the  newspapers 
concerning the  Middle Eas t  s i t u a t i o n ,  t he  Israel i ' s  are calm and 
conf iden t .  The s e c u r i t y  problem i s  obviously no t  too f a r  removed 
from everyone 's  m i n d ,  bu t  t he  people go about  t h e i r  bus iness  wi th  
s p i r i t  and good humor. 
and from w h a t  I hea r ,  t h i s  has no t  been r e s t r i c t e d  e i t h e r  by the 
s e c u r i t y  problem. 

They t r a v e l  a good d e a l  w i t h i n  the  country 

I c a n ' t  t e l l  you as y e t  ve ry  much about t h e  country,  because 
w e  haven ' t  done much t r a v e l i n g .  Rehovot, where the  I n s t i t u t e  is 
l oca t ed ,  i s  a small town i n  about t h e  middle of t h e  country,  known 
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  i t s  c i t r u s  f r u i t s .  It is an  a t t r a c t i v e  town i n  many 
ways; Many small shops on t h e  one main street  and the  surrounding 
country is w e l l  c u l t i v a t e d ,  mortly f o r  c i t r u s  f r u i t ,  and on c l e a r  
days one can see t h e  mountains i n  the  d i s t a n c e .  Atthough i t  has 
been cold and w e t ,  as I mentioned ear l ie r ,  everyone assures us t h a t  
by the end of February the r a i n  s t o p s  and the  aays are w a r m ,  i f  
not  h o t ,  and t h e  evenings cool .  I expect  t o  v i a i t  Jerusalem t h i s  
week i f  the waather c l e a r s  and I look forward t o  t h a t  v e r y  much. 

Since P h a v e n ' t  heard from you about t h e  changes i n  the  
Microbiology cour se ,  1 assume t h a t  t h e  changes i n  t h e  Virology 
p a r t  are going a long  smoothly. If t h e r e  i s  anything I can do i n  
t h i s  r ega rd ,  p ' e a s e  Let me know. Also, I would Be j .nterested i n  
f i n d i n g  a u t  whit  has been happening on t h e  proposed curr iculum 
changes and a l b o  on t h e  Molecular and C e l l u l a r  Biology course.  

Please givLa my b e s t  r ega rds  t o  everyone i n  the  department,  
and a l s o  to  you^ wife.  

S i nc  e re l y , 


